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PRODUCER TO THE STARS SANDY GALLIN REVEALS HOW HE TRANSFQ 'f!. A

SAGAPONAC; HOUSE IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE — AND HO : I AGAIN

HE'LL DO
BY DONNA PAUL | PHOTOGRAPHS me: :
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Puppy Love | Sandy Gallin with bis Boston terrier
(PREVIOUS SPREAD, LEFT). Kick Back | A deck (PREVI-
OUS SPREAD, RIGHT) shaded by wisteria—a major selling
point for Gallin. West Coast Kitchen | Parts of the
katchen (LEFT) were designed and built in L.A. and
shipped 1o Sagaponack. High Beams | 7ke living room
(BELOW) shows traces of the Long Island barn-style archi-
tecture that inspired architect Scott Mitchell. The white
shpcovers on the sofas are removed to reveal a Ralph
Lauren tweed during cool months. Water Bodies |

An mnovative man-made pond (oprosITe) makes room
. e G 4 o
Jor asn 1mming pool. See Resources.

In a vacuum,”

“A PRODUCER CAN'T PRODU
declares Sandy Gallin, sicting in the living room of his

/
Swap(mad\ home. If there’s anyone who can make that /
statement, 1c's him. Gallin I\nows what it rakes to make _ \/ oot .
great things happen. A film and television producer, he is s //"//
also responsible for managing the careers of some of the e
most talented superstars (Dolly Parton, Michael Jackson, \‘_ h e
Barbara Streisand, Nicole Kidman, Whoopi Goldberg) of G
our time. ‘I know ralent and what to do with it.” explains
Gallin, adding, “I know how to make someone a star and
sustain it.” The same holds true for his other passion:
finding houses and redesigning them.

[t late July and he informs me it is moving day in
Malibu. What? Yes, he has just finished his most
recent producrion House number 31 or 32. “But who's
counting?” he laughs. His first house redo, in Beverly
Hills in 19/0 kukcd off his obsession with the
makeover process. Since the first, they've all been win-
ners, including this current 6,300-square-foor, 14-acre
spread, one mile from the beach.

He bough this house in 2001, describing it as “very

80 * ordinary.” Esscnli‘llly everything that existed was raken
down. Evcryrhing. that 1s, excepr a hearty wisteria vine
wrapped around a small crellis off the original living
room. I bought the house for that wisteria,” says Gallin,
who really bough it for the land and the location.

And, now that it is perfect—Gallin spends a lot of time
and efforr (call ic post producri()n) ironing out the kinks,
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se to where 1ts perfect—he’s looking to sell, as he usually
bivalent about selling this one. “There’s something special
do love it here,” he admits.
producer/mogul/entertainment executive redo so many
: of nearly one per year? Its all about assembling a winning
1at the top, of course. For the last three houses, mdudmo
led with Los Angeles architect Scott Mitchell, who da.slgn.s
lins vision. “Sandy 1s torally hands-on. He lays out the
arly,” Mitchell says. /\norhu key player 1s the builder.
acer needs an alter ego, and Gallinthas found his in
1ez an L.A. builder \vh() has built every one of his houses.
w Richard Pryor is a comedy genius, and Barbara
il genius and Mike Nichols is a directing genius?” He
\le. Albino Martinez is a genius at bunlclmg. He's not
anyone else, he’s 10 times faster.” This house was completed
n the start of construcrion to move-in day.
Vartinez supervise the pmjccr from L.A. (phnning local
0 daily ar 5:30am—west coast time) he also builc compo-
ce. Working with Mitchell's drawings, the bar, kitchen
slaces, for example, were buile elsewhere and shipped here.
imaller and simpler than most Gallin has done. It’s also less
nted ro create a farmhouse thar looked and fel as if 1t was
‘not one that had just been redone.” The rooms are not
yet they are totally updated with modern amenities.
s of his renovations, Gallin 1s involved with every deci-
ver derails as a musician would the notes of a musical score.
gate the distinctive look of the house. Here, reclaimed floor-

A family room (0PPOSITE) offers dazzling wrap-around views of the pond,
tique towel rack (ToP LEET) stands near a steam room/shower complete
wes. Retreat in White | An April Gornik painting hangs above the guest
nding Library | 74e landing’s train station bench (RIGHT) is from Amy
C. See Resources,
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boards and beams from an old New Englan
aged look. Something else he tried for the fi
white slipcovers. Come Labor Day they are
tweed upholstery creates a warmer palette.
In the kitchen, marble countertops are de¢
deep beveled edge to conrain spills. Anothes
wood stacked in a huge pile in the kitchen,
a custom iron rack made by a local meralw
stacked eight feet high, at times resembles a
There are no window treatments becaus:
have toral privacy, beautiful views and gorg
what do you need window treatments for?”
Gallin says he always wanted a pond. He
never imagined one with a pool floating in
Mitchell's romantic fantasy, and he had toy
to convince Gallin, as he did the rown of S¢
that it could work. “He fought me on 1t re
finally I said, ‘Look, if you want something
unique, do this.” Gallin recalls how he que:
cept. “ figured if it had never been done be
be problems with 1t.” Once completed, the |
became the ralk of the Hamprons cockrail
“We did a re-vegetation program around
back native plantings.” explains landscape d
Lapin. Now, wild grasses, bayberry and bla
ate a natural effect. White pine, native oaks
also planted, sometimes intentionally placec
spots, again to make the landscape appear p
Can Gallin kick back and relax here? W
may have to start another project out here,”
definitely going to start to go crazy in a few
have a house to work on."#

Marsh Haven | Rattan furniture (ABOVE) is grouped
around an outdoor stone fireplace for multiple-season
entertaining. Make Way For Ducklings | Local vegeta-
tion (BELOW RIGHT) was planted around the pond by
landscape designer Jane Lapin. Wildlife soon followed.
Placid Waters | On the water, a canoe (OPPOSITE) 15
at the ready for a quick paddle. See Resources.
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